
October 8, 2013 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORMAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by County Board Chairman Steve Bommersbach.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were Steve Jacobson, LeeAnn Hall, 

Marvin Gunderson and Nathan Redland.  Also present were Tammy Kappes, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer, 

Pat Pfund, Norman County Index and Marijo Vik, Twin Valley Times.   

 

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the October 8, 2013 agenda with additions.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hall, seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and on vote 

taken it was unanimously adopted to approve the minutes of the September 19, 2013 meeting with one 

change.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Redland, seconded by Commissioner Gunderson and on 

vote taken it was unanimously adopted to approve the affidavit for duplicate of lost warrant to Jeff Opsahl 

in the amount of $62.20 and to waive the indemnifying bond. 

 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Norman County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office to 

send PEIP information needed on our health insurance to give the County a quote for informational 

purposes.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

There was discussion on the letter received from the Social Service and Highway Department 

union representative.  After much discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson to deny the 

request for additional contribution and to maintain the 2014 contribution for health insurance rates as 

negotiated in current contracts.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion. Commissioners 

Bommersbach, Jacobson, Gunderson and Redland voted in favor and Commissioner Hall voted against. 

 

Took a short break to tour courtroom and meet with interior designer. 

 

Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, gave a Homeland Security Emergency 

Management update.  He also presented a solid waste resolution.  A motion was made by Commissioner 

Hall, seconded by Commissioner Gunderson and upon a roll call vote, unanimously approved the 

adoption of the solid waste resolution (CR10-08-13-1) to identify a market price for solid waste 

management tax purposes.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

 

Mr. Johanson handed out a copy of the updated solid waste agreement between Polk County and 

Norman County.  Commissioners will review and take up at another meeting.  

 

The Board received a conference phone call from Springsted representatives Dave Unmacht and 

Julie Urell.  They gave their proposed options and recommendations for an HR position.  The Board 

tabled decision until the October 17th meeting.   

 

Tom Knakmuhs, Norman County Engineer, presented his agenda. 

 

Mr. Knakmuhs and James Haley, Assessor, presented a property tax comparison that was 

requested by the road advisory committee.  The Board thanked them for the great information. 



 

Mr. Knakmuhs gave the Board a county map proposal.  The Board said no to the proposal.  He 

also gave a construction update, Jud 54 quote update and gave them an annual county wage survey.  

   

A motion was made by Commissioner Gunderson, seconded by Commissioner Redland and on 

vote taken unanimously approved ditch petition work on County Ditches 8 ($2500), 9 ($22,027.50) and 

41 ($8,880) as presented by the County Engineer. 

 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson, seconded by Commissioner Gunderson and on 

vote taken unanimously approved to allow the highway department to have Arvig install a fiber optic line 

and have Morris Electric convert equipment for $377.78.   

 

James Brue, Norman County Attorney, entered meeting. 

 

Commissioner Hall presented a proposal on seating for the courtroom.  After much discussion, a 

motion was made by Commissioner Redland to purchase ten (10) benches from the St. Petri Church of 

Gary, MN for the price of $100.00 per bench.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

 

James Haley, Norman County Assessor, presented an agreement between Pennington and 

Norman Counties for the lease of the Geographic Information System (GIS) server.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve signing the GIS server lease at $900.00 per year with funding coming 

from the compliance fund.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Redland, seconded by Commissioner Hall and on vote 

taken unanimously approved accepting the lowest bid for the phase 3 lighting project from Jacobson 

Electric of Halstad, MN in the amount of $5400.00. 

 

A motion made by Commissioner Redland, seconded by Commissioner Jacobson and on vote 

taken unanimously approve the paying of the bills in the following amounts: 

Revenue            - $ 49,459. 04 

Road & Bridge  - $261,960.06 

Building            - $    2,174.16  

Solid Waste       - $   39,044.78 

County Homes  - $        450.00  

                            $  353,088.04       

 

Chairman Bommersbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

_____________________    ________________________ 

Steve Bommersbach, Chairman                                   Tammy Kappes, Deputy    

                     Auditor-Treasurer 
 

 


